TABLE 16,3

Three Models of Drug Maintenance/Decriminalization

1. Dangerous drugs can be dispensed only through government-controlled clinics or specially licensed
medical personnel and only for short-term treatment purposes; unauthorized sale or possession entails
criminal penalties. Long-term maintenance is limited to the use of methadone. This is basically the
approach currently used in England.

2. Dangerous drugs can be prescribed by an authorized medical practitioner for treatment or maintenance;
criminal penalties are imposed for sale or possession outside medical auspices. This is the old British
system.

3. Dangerous drugs can be sold and used as tobacco and alcohol products are; that is, nonprescription
use by adults is permitted. This was the case in the United States before the Harrison Act.

Source: Abadinsky, H. (2004). Drug abuse: An introduction (5th ed.). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thomson
Learning, p. 369 (table only).



